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(57) Abstract: COPYRIGHT: (C)1992,JPO&Japio 

PURPOSE: To obtain an excellent print picture even from 
any picture by preparing several kinds of gradation 
conversion curves, discriminating automatically an input 
picture in the case of selecting a curve in response to 
the state of the input picture so as to select a curve 
automatically. 

CONSTITUTION: A luminance data Y is fetched to a line 
memory 40 via a printer controller 26 and compared with 
an exposure-over threshold level TH and when the level 
of the data Y is the level TH or over, 'Vis written to 
a RAM area of a CPU 36 (part of RAM 38). Then the level 
is compared with a flash pickup threshold level 
TL(TL<TH) When the level is the threshold level TL or 
below, T is written to other RAM area of the CPU 36. 
The processing above is repeated and when the level of 
the data Y is the threshold level TH or over or the 
threshold level TL or less, the relevant content of the 
RAM area is being counted up. When the final Y data is 
compared in this way, the content of the above RAM area 
is compared with numbers NH.NL. When the content is 
larger than the number NH, it is discriminated that the 
picture is a picture whose exposure is in excess and a 
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